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Genesis 45:1-15 (NLT)  

Joseph could stand it no longer. There were many people in the room, and he said to his 

attendants, “Out, all of you!” So he was alone with his brothers when he told them who 

he was. 
2 
Then he broke down and wept. He wept so loudly the Egyptians could hear 

him, and word of it quickly carried to Pharaoh’s palace. 

3 
“I am Joseph!” he said to his brothers. “Is my father still alive?” But his brothers were 

speechless! They were stunned to realize that Joseph was standing there in front of them. 

4 
“Please, come closer,” he said to them. So they came closer. And he said again, “I am 

Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into slavery in Egypt. 
5 
But don’t be upset, and 

don’t be angry with yourselves for selling me to this place. It was God who sent me here 

ahead of you to preserve your lives. 
6 
This famine that has ravaged the land for two years 

will last five more years, and there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. 
7 
God has sent 

me ahead of you to keep you and your families alive and to preserve many survivors.
 8 

So 

it was God who sent me here, not you! And he is the one who made me an adviser
 
to 

Pharaoh—the manager of his entire palace and the governor of all Egypt. 

9 
“Now hurry back to my father and tell him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has 

made me master over all the land of Egypt. So come down to me immediately! 
10 

You can 

live in the region of Goshen, where you can be near me with all your children and 

grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and everything you own. 
11 

I will take care of you 

there, for there are still five years of famine ahead of us. Otherwise you, your household, 

and all your animals will starve.’” 

12 
Then Joseph added, “Look! You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother 

Benjamin, that I really am Joseph! 
13 

Go tell my father of my honored position here in 

Egypt. Describe for him everything you have seen, and then bring my father here 

quickly.” 
14 

Weeping with joy, he embraced Benjamin, and Benjamin did the same. 
15 

Then 

Joseph kissed each of his brothers and wept over them, and after that they began talking 

freely with him. 

 

For Reflection and Prayer: 

Using all of your senses, place yourself in the story. Who are you and what are 

you witnessing or experiencing? Write out the story in your own words, allowing 

the story and conversation to be your prayer.  

Does a word, phrase or image catch your attention you as you listen to or slowly 

read the text? Gently reflect on it in your prayer. Journal your conversation with 

God.  

Savor any consoling words or pictures as you quietly rest in God. 

 


