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John 13:1-17 (NLT)  
Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come to leave this world and 
return to his Father. He had loved his disciples during his ministry on earth, and now he loved 
them to the very end. 2 It was time for supper, and the devil had already prompted Judas, son of 
Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over 
everything and that he had come from God and would return to God. 4 So he got up from the 
table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, 5 and poured water into a basin. Then 
he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had around him. 

6 When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 

7 Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what I am doing, but someday you will.” 

8 “No,” Peter protested, “you will never ever wash my feet!” 

Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to me.” 

9 Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord, not just my feet!” 

10 Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all over does not need to wash, except for the feet,[c] 
to be entirely clean. And you disciples are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For Jesus knew who would 
betray him. That is what he meant when he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

12 After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you understand 
what I was doing? 13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s what I am. 
14 And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash each other’s 
feet. 15 I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you. 16 I tell you the truth, 
slaves are not greater than their master. Nor is the messenger more important than the one who 
sends the message. 17 Now that you know these things, God will bless you for doing them. 

  13:1 Or he showed them the full extent of his love. 

 

For Reflection and Prayer: 
 
Was there a word, phrase or image which caught your attention you as you listened to or 
slowly read the text? Quietly reflect on it in your prayer with Jesus. Journal your 
conversation.  

Place yourself into this scene. Who are you? What feelings and thoughts are going on 
inside of you as this scene unfolds? Talk it over with Jesus in your prayer.  

Where have you or long to experience Jesus loving you in such a humble way? Journal 
about that experience or your longing.  

Savor any consoling words or pictures as you quietly rest in God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%2013%3A1-17&version=NLT;MSG#fen-NLT-26606c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%2013%3A1-17&version=NLT;ESV#en-NLT-26597


Restoration Ministries 

Listening Prayer – An Experience of Lectio Divina             www.restorationmn.org 

 
John 13:1-17 TMG 
 

1-2 Just before the Passover Feast, Jesus knew that the time had come to leave this world 
to go to the Father. Having loved his dear companions, he continued to love them right 
to the end. It was suppertime. The Devil by now had Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot, 
firmly in his grip, all set for the betrayal. 

3-6 Jesus knew that the Father had put him in complete charge of everything, that he 
came from God and was on his way back to God. So he got up from the supper table, set 
aside his robe, and put on an apron. Then he poured water into a basin and began to 
wash the feet of the disciples, drying them with his apron. When he got to Simon Peter, 
Peter said, “Master, you wash my feet?” 

7 Jesus answered, “You don’t understand now what I’m doing, but it will be clear enough 
to you later.” 

8 Peter persisted, “You’re not going to wash my feet—ever!” 

Jesus said, “If I don’t wash you, you can’t be part of what I’m doing.” 

9 “Master!” said Peter. “Not only my feet, then. Wash my hands! Wash my head!” 

10-12 Jesus said, “If you’ve had a bath in the morning, you only need your feet washed now 
and you’re clean from head to toe. My concern, you understand, is holiness, not hygiene. 
So now you’re clean. But not every one of you.” (He knew who was betraying him. That’s 
why he said, “Not every one of you.”) After he had finished washing their feet, he took his 
robe, put it back on, and went back to his place at the table. 

12-17 Then he said, “Do you understand what I have done to you? You address me as 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Master,’ and rightly so. That is what I am. So if I, the Master and Teacher, 
washed your feet, you must now wash each other’s feet. I’ve laid down a pattern for you. 
What I’ve done, you do. I’m only pointing out the obvious. A servant is not ranked above 
his master; an employee doesn’t give orders to the employer. If you understand what I’m 
telling you, act like it—and live a blessed life. 

 


