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John 15:18-16:4 (NLT) 

“If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. 19 The world would love 

you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the 

world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it hates you. 20 Do you 

remember what I told you? ‘A slave is not greater than the master.’ Since they 

persecuted me, naturally they will persecute you. And if they had listened to me, 

they would listen to you. 21 They will do all this to you because of me, for they 

have rejected the one who sent me. 22 They would not be guilty if I had not 

come and spoken to them. But now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Anyone 

who hates me also hates my Father. 24 If I hadn’t done such miraculous signs 

among them that no one else could do, they would not be guilty. But as it is, they 

have seen everything I did, yet they still hate me and my Father. 25 This fulfills 

what is written in their Scriptures: ‘They hated me without cause.’ 

26 “But I will send you the Advocate—the Spirit of truth. He will come to you 

from the Father and will testify all about me. 27 And you must also testify about 

me because you have been with me from the beginning of my ministry. 

16 “I have told you these things so that you won’t abandon your faith. 2 For you 

will be expelled from the synagogues, and the time is coming when those who 

kill you will think they are doing a holy service for God. 3 This is because they 

have never known the Father or me. 4 Yes, I’m telling you these things now, so 

that when they happen, you will remember my warning. I didn’t tell you earlier 

because I was going to be with you for a while longer. 

For your reflection and prayer: 

As you listened, was there a word, a phrase, an image, or something else that 

stood out to you? Notice what it stirs in you. Have a conversation with Jesus 

about this. 

This text might evoke painful memories of hatred. Be very gentle and 

compassionate with yourself as they arise. Simply ask God for what you need and 

share the longings of your heart for healing in you or a situation.  

Slowly savor any consoling words or images which God gives you in this time of 

prayer. Simply rest in God’s presence with them. 
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John 15:18-16:4 (MSG) 

 “If you find the godless world is hating you, remember it got its start hating me. 

If you lived on the world’s terms, the world would love you as one of its own. But 

since I picked you to live on God’s terms and no longer on the world’s terms, the 

world is going to hate you. 

20 “When that happens, remember this: Servants don’t get better treatment than 

their masters. If they beat on me, they will certainly beat on you. If they did what I 

told them, they will do what you tell them. 

21-25 “They are going to do all these things to you because of the way they treated 

me, because they don’t know the One who sent me. If I hadn’t come and told 

them all this in plain language, it wouldn’t be so bad. As it is, they have no 

excuse. Hate me, hate my Father—it’s all the same. If I hadn’t done what I have 

done among them, works no one has ever done, they wouldn’t be to blame. But 

they saw the God-signs and hated anyway, both me and my Father. Interesting—

they have verified the truth of their own Scriptures where it is written, ‘They hated 

me for no good reason.’ 

26-27 “When the Friend I plan to send you from the Father comes—the Spirit of 

Truth issuing from the Father—he will confirm everything about me. You, too, 

from your side must give your confirming evidence, since you are in this with me 

from the start.” 

16 1-4 “I’ve told you these things to prepare you for rough times ahead. They are 

going to throw you out of the meeting places. There will even come a time when 

anyone who kills you will think he’s doing God a favor. They will do these things 

because they never really understood the Father. I’ve told you these things so 

that when the time comes and they start in on you, you’ll be well-warned and 

ready for them. 

 


