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 John 18:1-14 (NLT) 

After saying these things, Jesus crossed the Kidron Valley with his disciples and entered a 
grove of olive trees. 2 Judas, the betrayer, knew this place, because Jesus had often gone 
there with his disciples. 3 The leading priests and Pharisees had given Judas a contingent 
of Roman soldiers and Temple guards to accompany him. Now with blazing torches, 
lanterns, and weapons, they arrived at the olive grove. 

4 Jesus fully realized all that was going to happen to him, so he stepped forward to meet 
them. “Who are you looking for?” he asked. 

5 “Jesus the Nazarene,” they replied. 

“I am he,” Jesus said. (Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them.) 6 As Jesus said 
“I am he,” they all drew back and fell to the ground! 7 Once more he asked them, “Who 
are you looking for?” 

And again they replied, “Jesus the Nazarene.” 

8 “I told you that I am he,” Jesus said. “And since I am the one you want, let these others 
go.” 9 He did this to fulfill his own statement: “I did not lose a single one of those you 
have given me.”  

10 Then Simon Peter drew a sword and slashed off the right ear of Malchus, the high 
priest’s slave. 11 But Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Shall I not 
drink from the cup of suffering the Father has given me?” 

For Reflection and Prayer: 

What did you hear as you listened to the text? Did a word or phrase stand out in 
particular? Meditate on this word, phrase or picture. Is there more God wants to say to 
you? 

This passage might guide you to reflect on your own experience of betrayal including 
times when you have betrayed yourself. What do you notice inside of you as reflect? How 
do you most need Jesus to be with you in this moment? Take some deep breathes 
remembering that God’s Spirit breathes in you. Be very, very gentle with yourself and 
simply ask for what you need.  You might hold your own hand, or lay your hand upon 
your heart in your prayer as an extension of compassion towards your pain and need.  

Savor any consoling words or pictures God gives you. Simply rest in God’s presence. 
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John 18:1-14 MSG 

Jesus, having prayed this prayer, left with his disciples and crossed over the brook Kidron 
at a place where there was a garden. He and his disciples entered it. 

2-4 Judas, his betrayer, knew the place because Jesus and his disciples went there often. 
So Judas led the way to the garden, and the Roman soldiers and police sent by the high 
priests and Pharisees followed. They arrived there with lanterns and torches and swords. 
Jesus, knowing by now everything that was coming down on him, went out and met 
them. He said, “Who are you after?” 

They answered, “Jesus the Nazarene.” 

5-6 He said, “That’s me.” The soldiers recoiled, totally taken aback. Judas, his betrayer, 
stood out like a sore thumb. 

7 Jesus asked again, “Who are you after?” 

They answered, “Jesus the Nazarene.” 

8-9 “I told you,” said Jesus, “that’s me. I’m the one. So if it’s me you’re after, let these 
others go.” (This validated the words in his prayer, “I didn’t lose one of those you gave.”) 

10 Just then Simon Peter, who was carrying a sword, pulled it from its sheath and struck 
the Chief Priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. Malchus was the servant’s name. 

11 Jesus ordered Peter, “Put back your sword. Do you think for a minute I’m not going to 
drink this cup the Father gave me?” 

12-14 Then the Roman soldiers under their commander, joined by the Jewish police, 
seized Jesus and tied him up. They took him first to Annas, father-in-law of Caiaphas. 
Caiaphas was the Chief Priest that year. It was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it 
was to their advantage that one man die for the people. 

 


