
Restoration Ministries 

Listening Prayer – An Experience of Lectio Divina             www.restorationmn.org 

 

John 18:28-40 (NLT) 

Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it 
was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because 
they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What 
charges are you bringing against this man?” 

30 “If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.” 

31 Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” 

“But we have no right to execute anyone,” they objected. 32 This took place to fulfill what Jesus 
had said about the kind of death he was going to die. 

33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of 
the Jews?” 

34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 

35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me. What 
is it you have done?” 

36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my 
arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 

37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world 
is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 

38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and 
said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is your custom for me to release to you one 
prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?” 

40 They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in an 
uprising. 

 
For your reflection and prayer: 

As you listened, was there a word, a phrase, an image, or something else that stood out 
to you? Notice what it stirs in you. Have a conversation with Jesus about this. 

If you were a character in this story, which one are you drawn to? Enter the story and 
observe the unfolding of events from that person’s perspective. What are you noticing 
and wondering about? Journal your experience of the story.  

Slowly savor any consoling words or images which God gives you in this time of prayer. 
Simply rest in God’s presence with them. 
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John 15:18-16:4 (MSG) 

  They led Jesus then from Caiaphas to the Roman governor’s palace. It was early morning. They 
themselves didn’t enter the palace because they didn’t want to be disqualified from eating the 
Passover. So Pilate came out to them and spoke. “What charge do you bring against this man?” 

30 They said, “If he hadn’t been doing something evil, do you think we’d be here bothering you?” 

31-32 Pilate said, “You take him. Judge him by your law.” 

The Jews said, “We’re not allowed to kill anyone.” (This would confirm Jesus’ word indicating the 
way he would die.) 

33 Pilate went back into the palace and called for Jesus. He said, “Are you the ‘King of the Jews’?” 

34 Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your own, or did others tell you this about me?” 

35 Pilate said, “Do I look like a Jew? Your people and your high priests turned you over to me. 
What did you do?” 

36 “My kingdom,” said Jesus, “doesn’t consist of what you see around you. If it did, my followers 
would fight so that I wouldn’t be handed over to the Jews. But I’m not that kind of king, not the 
world’s kind of king.” 

37 Then Pilate said, “So, are you a king or not?” 

Jesus answered, “You tell me. Because I am King, I was born and entered the world so that I could 
witness to the truth. Everyone who cares for truth, who has any feeling for the truth, recognizes 
my voice.” 

38-39 Pilate said, “What is truth?” 

Then he went back out to the Jews and told them, “I find nothing wrong in this man. It’s your 
custom that I pardon one prisoner at Passover. Do you want me to pardon the ‘King of the 
Jews’?” 

40 They shouted back, “Not this one, but Barabbas!” Barabbas was a Jewish freedom fighter. 

 

 


