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John 21:18-25 (NLT) 

“I tell you the truth, when you were young, you were able to do as you liked; 

you dressed yourself and went wherever you wanted to go. But when you are 

old, you will stretch out your hands, and others will dress you and take you 

where you don’t want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to let him know by what kind of 

death he would glorify God. Then Jesus told him, “Follow me.” 

20 Peter turned around and saw behind them the disciple Jesus loved—the one 

who had leaned over to Jesus during supper and asked, “Lord, who will betray 

you?” 21 Peter asked Jesus, “What about him, Lord?” 

22 Jesus replied, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? 

As for you, follow me.” 23 So the rumor spread among the community of 

believers that this disciple wouldn’t die. But that isn’t what Jesus said at all. He 

only said, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?” 

24 This disciple is the one who testifies to these events and has recorded them 

here. And we know that his account of these things is accurate. 

25 Jesus also did many other things. If they were all written down, I suppose the 

whole world could not contain the books that would be written. 

 

For Reflection and Prayer: 

If something captured your attention - a word, a phrase, an image - let this 

simmer in you and allow the Spirit to expand its meaning for you. Journal what 

you hear and your response. 

Where have you experienced being led to a place where you do not want to go? 

How has God been with you there? Journal about your experience and talk it 

over with Jesus in your prayer.  

Quietly rest with God and any consoling words or images given to you in this 

time of prayer.  
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John 17:20-26 (MSG) 

I’m telling you the very truth now: When you were young you dressed yourself 

and went wherever you wished, but when you get old you’ll have to stretch out 

your hands while someone else dresses you and takes you where you don’t want 

to go.” He said this to hint at the kind of death by which Peter would glorify 

God. And then he commanded, “Follow me.” 

20-21 
Turning his head, Peter noticed the disciple Jesus loved following right behind. 

When Peter noticed him, he asked Jesus, “Master, what’s going to happen to 

him?” 

22-23 
Jesus said, “If I want him to live until I come again, what’s that to you? You—

follow me.” That is how the rumor got out among the brothers that this disciple 

wouldn’t die. But that is not what Jesus said. He simply said, “If I want him to live 

until I come again, what’s that to you?” 

24 
This is the same disciple who was eyewitness to all these things and wrote them 

down. And we all know that his eyewitness account is reliable and accurate. 

25 
There are so many other things Jesus did. If they were all written down, each of 

them, one by one, I can’t imagine a world big enough to hold such a library of 

books. 

 

 


