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Mark 9:30-37 NLT 

Leaving that region, they traveled through Galilee. Jesus didn’t want anyone to know he was 

there, for he wanted to spend more time with his disciples and teach them. He said to 

them, “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of his enemies. He will be 

killed, but three days later he will rise from the dead.” They didn’t understand what he was 

saying, however, and they were afraid to ask him what he meant. 

After they arrived at Capernaum and settled in a house, Jesus asked his disciples, “What 

were you discussing out on the road?” But they didn’t answer, because they had been 

arguing about which of them was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve disciples over 

to him, and said, “Whoever wants to be first must take last place and be the servant of 

everyone else.” 

Then he put a little child among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, “Anyone 

who welcomes a little child like this on my behalf welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes 

me welcomes not only me but also my Father who sent me.” 

 

For Reflection and Prayer: 

Was there a word, phrase or image which caught your attention you as you listened to or 

slowly read the text? Quietly reflect on it in your prayer with Jesus. Journal your 

conversation.  

Was there any particular emotion or longing which emerged as you listened to the 

scripture? Notice it. Be curious about it. Talk it over with Jesus in your prayer.  

Savor any consoling words or pictures as you quietly rest in God. 
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Mark 9:30-37 (The Message) 

Leaving there, they went through Galilee. He didn’t want anyone to know their 

whereabouts, for he wanted to teach his disciples. He told them, “The Son of Man is about 

to be betrayed to some people who want nothing to do with God. They will murder him. 

Three days after his murder, he will rise, alive.” They didn’t know what he was talking about, 

but were afraid to ask him about it. 

They came to Capernaum. When he was safe at home, he asked them, “What were you 

discussing on the road?” 

The silence was deafening—they had been arguing with one another over who among them 

was greatest. 

He sat down and summoned the Twelve. “So you want first place? Then take the last place. 

Be the servant of all.” 

He put a child in the middle of the room. Then, cradling the little one in his arms, he said, 

“Whoever embraces one of these children as I do embraces me, and far more than me—

God who sent me.” 

 

 

 

 


