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Matthew 22:34-46 (NLT)  
But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees with his reply, 

they met together to question him again.  One of them, an expert in religious law, 

tried to trap him with this question: “Teacher, which is the most important 

commandment in the law of Moses?” 

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, 

and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.  A second is equally 

important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ The entire law and all the demands of 

the prophets are based on these two commandments.” 

Then, surrounded by the Pharisees, Jesus asked them a question: “What do you 

think about the Messiah? Whose son is he?” 

They replied, “He is the son of David.” 

Jesus responded, “Then why does David, speaking under the inspiration of the 

Spirit, call the Messiah ‘my Lord’? For David said, 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, sit in the place of honor at my right hand until I humble 

your enemies beneath your feet.’ 

Since David called the Messiah ‘my Lord,’ how can the Messiah be his son?” 

No one could answer him. And after that, no one dared to ask him any more 

questions. 

 

For Reflection and Prayer: 

Was there a word, phrase or image which caught your attention you as you listened 

to or slowly read the text? Quietly savor this with Jesus.  

Notice any felt sense that seems to emerge as you linger with this passage. It might 

come as a bodily feeling, emotion, metaphor, picture, gesture or sound. See if you 

can describe it and simply be with it with patient curiosity.  

Perhaps you might want to draw, color or journal your conversation.  

As the time of prayer comes to a close, share some quiet moments with Jesus, 

simply resting safely in his presence. 
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Matthew 22:34-46 (The Message)  

When the Pharisees heard how he had bested the Sadducees, they gathered their 

forces for an assault. One of their religion scholars spoke for them, posing a 

question they hoped would show him up: “Teacher, which command in God’s Law 

is the most important?” 

37-40 Jesus said, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and 

intelligence.’ This is the most important, the first on any list. But there is a second to 

set alongside it: ‘Love others as well as you love yourself.’ These two commands are 

pegs; everything in God’s Law and the Prophets hangs from them.” 

41-42 As the Pharisees were regrouping, Jesus caught them off balance with his 

own test question: “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They 

said, “David’s son.” 

43-45 Jesus replied, “Well, if the Christ is David’s son, how do you explain that 

David, under inspiration, named Christ his ‘Master’? 

God said to my Master, 

    “Sit here at my right hand until I make your enemies your footstool.” 

“Now if David calls him ‘Master,’ how can he at the same time be his son?” 

46 That stumped them, literalists that they were. Unwilling to risk losing face again 

in one of these public verbal exchanges, they quit asking questions for good. 

 

 

 

 


