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Matthew 4:12-23 (NLT) 

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he left Judea and returned to Galilee. 13 He 

went first to Nazareth, then left there and moved to Capernaum, beside the Sea of Galilee, 

in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 This fulfilled what God said through the prophet 

Isaiah: 
15 “In the land of Zebulun and of Naphtali, beside the sea, beyond the Jordan River, in Galilee 

where so many Gentiles live, 16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light. 

And for those who lived in the land where death casts its shadow, a light has shined.”  

17 From then on Jesus began to preach, “Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the 

Kingdom of Heaven is near.” 

18 One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 

brothers—Simon, also called Peter, and Andrew—throwing a net into the water, for they 

fished for a living. 19 Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to 

fish for people!” 20 And they left their nets at once and followed him. 

21 A little farther up the shore he saw two other brothers, James and John, sitting in a boat 

with their father, Zebedee, repairing their nets. And he called them to come, too. 22 They 

immediately followed him, leaving the boat and their father behind. 

23 Jesus traveled throughout the region of Galilee, teaching in the synagogues and announcing 

the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind of disease and illness. 

For Reflection and Prayer: 

Listening with the “ear of your heart”, was there a word, phrase or image which caught 

your attention you as you listened to or slowly read the text? Gently repeat the word or 

phrase, giving it room to settle deeply in your heart. 

Reflect on what you heard. Relish the words. Notice how the word or words affected you. 

You might choose to journal about what you heard. 

Respond to what you heard and reflected on in your prayer with God. Is there a prayer of 

which rises within you? 

Rest in God as you simply be and entrust yourself to God in the quiet. 
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Matthew 4:12-23 (TMG) 

When Jesus got word that John had been arrested, he returned to Galilee. He moved from 

his hometown, Nazareth, to the lakeside village Capernaum, nestled at the base of the 

Zebulun and Naphtali hills. This move completed Isaiah’s sermon: 

Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, road to the sea, over Jordan, Galilee, crossroads for the 

nations. People sitting out their lives in the dark saw a huge light; Sitting in that dark, dark 

country of death, they watched the sun come up. 

This Isaiah-prophesied sermon came to life in Galilee the moment Jesus started preaching. 

He picked up where John left off: “Change your life. God’s kingdom is here.” 

18-20 Walking along the beach of Lake Galilee, Jesus saw two brothers: Simon (later called 

Peter) and Andrew. They were fishing, throwing their nets into the lake. It was their regular 

work. Jesus said to them, “Come with me. I’ll make a new kind of fisherman out of you. I’ll 

show you how to catch men and women instead of perch and bass.” They didn’t ask 

questions, but simply dropped their nets and followed. 

21-22 A short distance down the beach they came upon another pair of brothers, James and 

John, Zebedee’s sons. These two were sitting in a boat with their father, Zebedee, mending 

their fishnets. Jesus made the same offer to them, and they were just as quick to follow, 

abandoning boat and father. 

23 From there he went all over Galilee. He used synagogues for meeting places and taught 

people the truth of God. God’s kingdom was his theme—that beginning right now they 

were under God’s government, a good government! He also healed people of their diseases 

and of the bad effects of their bad lives.  

 

 

 


